Proclamations

Young Marine units should submit requests, approximately 90 days out, for Red Ribbon Week proclamations from your town, city, and state officials supporting Red Ribbon Week activities and the campaign against illegal drugs and those that traffic in illicit drugs. These proclamations, once received, need to be submitted to your local media outlets (newspapers, television, and radio stations) for publication and dissemination as public service announcements (PSA). Copies can also be posted in stores. A sample letter requesting a proclamation has been included. This letter can be adapted and modified to fit the public official from whom you are soliciting your proclamation. Please feel free to adapt the letter to suit your needs. You will also find a sample proclamation that you can also adapt to fit your needs and it is recommended that you submit a draft proclamation with your letter requesting the official proclamation.

IDEAS

· Most Young Marine Units have Young Marines who live in separate cities, towns, and counties.  It is suggested that you contact as many local Mayor’s and government officials as possible.
· Request proclamations around 90 days out 
· Request attendance at Governor’s office or local Mayoral town meetings and have Young Marines receive the proclamation
· Take photo’s for after action reports
· Submit copies of proclamations to local news media
· Provide copies of Proclamations to local schools and youth groups when providing Drug Awareness classes




































Sample Letter Requesting a Proclamation from the Governor

Dear Governor_____________:

Red Ribbon Week will take place during the week of 23 to 31 October 2015 and the Young Marine units located in our great state will be actively participating in this nationally recognized illicit drug awareness event. You can assist us in publicizing and promoting this week by issuing a statewide proclamation that boldly declares our state’s support and commitment in the fight against illegal drugs and those that promote their use.

The mission of the Young Marine program is to develop good citizenship and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle in our youth. Drug awareness and education are vital and key elements in the Young Marine’s fight against illicit drug use and trafficking in our communities. To win this war on drugs, we must reduce the demand for illicit drugs and one of the best ways to accomplish this mission is through education and awareness. Red Ribbon Week is an excellent opportunity to promote illicit drug Awareness and we hope that you will join with us in this campaign. Young Marines will actively and aggressively participate in the Red Ribbon Week campaign. Having our governor’s support in this Young Marine project will greatly assist us in getting our anti-drug message out. In addition to showing your support with your proclamation, your participation by wearing a red ribbon is even more important. Enclosed you will find red ribbons for you and some of your staff. Please wear your ribbon, show your support, and let’s work together to rid our communities of illicit drug use and those that traffic and profit from them The Young Marine program is having a positive impact in our youth and
our communities; we are developing responsible citizenship in our youth.

You will find a sample proclamation in word document form, attached for your use.

If it is possible we would also like to receive the proclamation at a future Governor's meeting for possible photo opportunities to help us when completing our after action reports.

Should you have questions, feel free to call me at Phone Number.

The Point of Contact and mailing address is as follows:

POC:
Address:
EMAIL:


Sincerely yours,
/s/ Signature













Sample Letter Requesting a Proclamation from the Mayor

Dear Mayor_____________:

Red Ribbon Week will take place during the week of 23 to 31 October 2015 and the Unit Name Young Marines are looking for your support in issuing a proclamation as we will be actively participating in this nationally recognized illicit drug awareness event. You can assist us in publicizing and promoting this week by issuing a proclamation that boldly declares our support and commitment in the fight against illegal drugs and those that promote their use.

The mission of the Young Marine program is to develop good citizenship and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle in our youth. Drug awareness and education are vital and key elements in the Young Marine’s fight against illicit drug use and trafficking in our communities. To win this war on drugs, we must reduce the demand for illicit drugs and one of the best ways to accomplish this mission is through education and awareness. Red Ribbon Week is an excellent opportunity to promote illicit drug Awareness and we hope that you will join with us in this campaign. Young Marines will actively and aggressively participate in the Red Ribbon Week campaign. Having our Mayor’s support in this Young Marine project will greatly assist us in getting our anti-drug message out. In addition to showing your support with your proclamation, your participation by wearing a red ribbon is even more important. Enclosed you will find red ribbons for you and some of your staff. Please wear your ribbon, show your support, and let’s work together to rid our communities of illicit drug use and those that traffic and profit from them The Young Marine program is having a positive impact in our youth and our communities; we are developing responsible citizenship in our youth.

You will find a sample proclamation in word document form attached for your use.

You will find a sample proclamation in word document form, attached for your use.

If it is possible we would also like to receive the proclamation at a future Governor's meeting for possible photo opportunities to help us when completing our after action reports.

Should you have questions, feel free to call me at Phone Number.

The Point of Contact and mailing address is as follows:

POC:
Address:
EMAIL:

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Signature












[bookmark: _GoBack]SAMPLE PROCLAMATION

Whereas, communities across America have been plagued by the numerous problems associated with illicit drug use and those that traffic in them; and

Whereas, there is hope in winning the war on drugs, and that hope lies in education and drug demand reduction, coupled with the hard work and determination of organizations such as the Young Marines of the Marine Corps League to foster a healthy, drug-free lifestyle; and

Whereas, governments and community leaders know that citizen support is one of the most effective tools in the effort to reduce the use of illicit drugs in our communities; and

Whereas, the red ribbon has been chosen as a symbol commemorating the work of Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, a Drug Enforcement Administration agent who was murdered in the line of duty, and represents the belief that one person can make a difference; and

Whereas, the Red Ribbon Campaign was established by Congress in 1988 to encourage a drug-free lifestyle and involvement in drug prevention and reduction efforts; and

Whereas, October 23-31 has been designated National Red Ribbon Week, which encourages Americans to wear a red ribbon to show their support for a drug-free environment;

Now, Therefore, I, (name of official), (title of official) do hereby proclaim October 23-31 as RED RIBBON WEEK in (municipality or state), and urge all citizens to join me in this special observance.

